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the Chief of the party erects two kinds of poles
painted red from the top to the bottom, ornamented
with red plumes, and arrows and tomahawks, also
painted red. These poles are pointed to the side to
which they are to carry the war. Those who wish
to join the party, after having ornamented and
daubed themselves with different colors, come to
harangue the war-Chief. This harangue, which one
makes after the other, and which lasts nearly half an
hour, consists of a thousand protestations of service,
by which they assure him that they ask nothing
more than to die with him, that they are charmed to
learn from so able a warrior the art of taking scalps,
and that they fear neither the hunger nor fatigues
to which they are going to be exposed.

When a sufficient number of braves have presented
themselves to the war-Chief, he causes to be made at
his house a beverage which they call the ‘‘ war
medicine.”’ ™ This is an emetic, which they make
from a root they boil in large kettles full of water.
The warriors, sometimes to the number of 300,
having seated themselves about the kettle, they serve
each one with two pots of it. The ceremony is to
swallow them with a single effort, and then to throw
them up immediately by the mouth, with efforts so
violent that they can be heard at a great distance.

After this ceremony, the war-Chief appoints the
day of departure, that each one may prepare provi-
sions necessary for the campaign. During this time,
the warriors repair evening and morning to the place
before the Temple, where, after having danced and
related in detail the brilliant actions in which their
bravery was conspicuous, they chant their death-
songs.



